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The Great Reordering of the Parties
8. How did the culture war scramble the party system?
One of the bones of contention in American history was the culture war amongst them, public school desegregation.  The civil rights revolution aimed at streamlining the education system of America to put to an end racial segregation in public schools. The forces of the revolution were not received positively by the southern whites who were conservatives behind maintaining racial profiles in public schools (Taylor, Frankenberg & Siegel-Hawley, 2019). Most of the southern whites opted to take their children to private Christian schools that also had tax exemption to avoid the desegregated public schools. There existed constant friction between evangelicals and the government especially when the government (Internal Revenue Service) started opposing tax exemption as an unfair practice. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Moral Majority supported the Reagan campaign in 1980 which gave it a spot in the new Republican coalition to conserve Christian values including tax exemption, oppose abortion and homosexuality. “If liberal elites had their way, America would become a secular wasteland of feminism, homosexuality, and abortion-on-demand” (Drutman, 2020). Christians had to fight for the protection of their great heritage and overturn the power structure that was looming. A new crop of explicit Christian conservative Republican candidates came up with reframed traditional family values to fight back against the secular liberal establishment. A lot of modern conservatism made key groups consider themselves as embattled victims of the federal government under the control of the extremist liberals. During this time, society was changing radically. The supreme court had already declared abortion legal and the school prayer unconstitutional. This prompted protestants to form a coalition with religious Catholics. As Republican and Democratic politicians had divergent opinions on abortion, voters responded with some adjusting their beliefs to suit their party while others switched parties.  In 1972, there came legislation to end discrimination based on sex in the public education sector. The legislation enjoyed narrow support in both parties.  In 1976, the Republicans stopped supporting the legislation giving way for the Democrats to come up stronger as advocates for equal rights. This made some republican feminists join the Democrats. From the 2000s Christian voters have been using their identity to make political choices. Republicans fight for Christian values while Democrats advocate for change including supporting same-sex marriages and homosexuality.
13. How did the New Left change the Democratic Party?
The New Left was a middle class that emerged after World War II. The class had their basic needs met hence channeled their energies towards self-actualization and recognition (Walzer, 2018). As opposed to making money, the generation wanted “to make the world a better place” (Drutman, 2020). They mostly focused on fighting for civil rights and protesting against the Vietnam war and other related counterculture movements. The movement pulled the Democratic Party towards a new political orientation filled with cultural concerns that were at odds with most of its diehard voters. The strongest core of the New Left-wing would eventually form central pillars for the Democratic party in decades to come. 
The Old Left relied on the declining Rust Belt towns and had a lot in common with southern Democrats. During the Chicago convention of 1968, the fight between the New Left and the Old Left was an international display. The New Left comprised of street protesters and their cheerers while the Old Left comprised of the police, the big-city bosses, and the white working-class who supported them. The battle was won by the Old Left with 68 but the war was won by the New Left by changing the procedure by which the Democrats nominated their presidential candidates. The new rules were then used in 1972 to nominate George McGovern as their favorite candidate (Drutman, 2020). Their efforts were realized when Democrats began focusing more on the promotion of rights of individuals who had historically discriminated against and disadvantaged.
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